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only ordinary border-disputes gave rise to it. Certainly it
is at Ephesos that we find our best material for forming some
idea of the external relations of Ionia in the Dark Age	if
only for lack of thorough exploration of a first-class site
elsewhere.1 Of the finds at this site, the most famous are
the tinted ivories, reminding one of Homer's reference to
this art as practised by " Maioman or Karian women " ;
and these ivories show unmistakably a kinship in style to
others found and in all probability produced on the one hand
at Sparta, in the heart of the Peloponnese, and on the other
at Nimrud in Assyria.
The fact, however familiar to experts by this time, is
sufficiently startling, and indeed raises some problems not
yet decided. Ivory-carving was certainly being practised
by many local schools, which to some extent influenced one
another, in the eastern Mediterranean, in the early centuries
of the last millennium b.c. ; for instance in Cyprus, where the
art dates from before 1100, and lasts into the long and bright
Minoan twilight which the island enjoyed; in Phoenicia,
where the local art was a tasteless commercial blend of
Assyrian, Egyptian (on the whole, dominant), and a tinge
of Aegean probably derived from Cyprus ; at Sparta, where
a good local school seems to have arisen under the inspiration
of imported work, and where the finest examples from a well-
stratified site are dated by their discoverer before 800, and
at Ephesos, where Hogarth dated his find a full century later ;
in Egypt, under the Twenty-first Dynasty; at Samaria
under Omri and Ahab, where Egyptian influence is dominant;
and in Assyria, about the same time (ninth century). In
some pieces from Syria and Cyprus, notably a group recently
discovered at Arslan Tash, the ancient Phoenician Gebal or
Byblos, an unknown influence seems to be present, neither
Assyrian nor Egyptian, which, it is suggested, can hardly
be that of the provincial and " insular " Cyprus and comes
very probably from Cilicia, which then extended north as
1 Miletos is scarcely a first-class site in the early days ; the excavators
commented on its enormous expansion in the seventh century—i.e. its fortunes
were made on the sea, not on land,

